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WELCOME TO AFL PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.08 pm]: I rise to 
commend to the house the Welcome to AFL program. The program is supported by the state through an 
Office of Multicultural Interests grant of $20 000. It is administered by the West Australian Football 
Commission to increase the participation in football of children aged from four to 17 years and their families 
from diverse communities. To achieve that, the commission works closely with schools, community football 
clubs, refugee and migrant service providers, and local and state government agencies to focus on youth and 
young children’s development through teamwork, leadership and mentoring. The program helps children build 
on the strengths of our multicultural community and ensures that our cultural diversity continues to be reflected 
at all levels of football across Western Australia. 

The commission, in conjunction with the City of Canning, the Office of Multicultural Interests, the Department of 
Sport and Recreation, and Communicare, has been running a six-week program at the Riverton Junior Football 
Club to engage with local children and celebrate the wider Riverton community’s ethnic diversity. I was 
particularly pleased that the program has been run at the Riverton Junior Football Club because the club has an 
ethos of emphasising participation rather than a win-at-all-costs attitude from its players. The club’s main aim is to 
ensure that players understand the importance of having fun, making new friends, learning new skills and being 
active. The final session of the Riverton program was held yesterday, with the AFL’s new multicultural 
ambassador, Tendai Mzungu from Fremantle Football Club, in attendance. 
The local program has seen children from diverse backgrounds, from pre-primary age through to year 6, 
participating in football skills training at Riverton Reserve on a Tuesday afternoon from 3.30 pm to 5.00 pm. On 
the first day of week one, despite the temperature being 42 degrees, 35 kids started the program, and the numbers 
have since grown to around 40 participants each week. The program includes information about Aussie Rules 
football for the mums and dads, and opportunities within the sport, such as playing, coaching, umpiring and 
administration, for both the parents and young participants. 
The final weekly program, held yesterday, culminated with Tendai running a popular question and answer 
session before the young players participated in two mini grid games for the parents to watch. At the end of the 
session, the Riverton Junior Football Club put on a sausage sizzle and a multicultural smorgasbord of food 
prepared by the parents involved. I was very pleased to hear feedback about how enthusiastic the young players 
are and that their parents now have a much better understanding about football. I particularly thank the parents 
for supporting their children’s involvement and participation in the program. 
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